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and carried out, these agreements would have given the French,
practically full control over the principal sources of revenue in
Ava, and over the only route open for traffic from British ports
to Western China. The consequences would have been disastrous
to British trade, and to the interests of British Burma. If once
firmly established in Ava, the French would, no doubt, have tried
to induce other European nations to neutralize Ava, and have
the Mandalay river declared, like the Danube, open to vessels of
all nationalities.

As the proposed arrangements were still in an embryo state,
there was yet time to take steps either at Paris or Mandalay to
prevent their conclusion, and the startling discovery of the letter
of 15th January 1885 from M. Jules Ferry to the Prime Minister
of Ava, thoroughly opened tlie~eyes of the Government of India and
the British Cabinet to the unfriendliness of France and the hos-
tility of Ava. The Government of India recommended that the
reception and proper treatment of a British Resident at Mandalay,
to whose advice in all matters of foreign policy the Court of Ava
should submit, ought to be insisted on ; and that if those terms were
refused, measures of coercion should be adopted.

In an interview at the Foreign Office in London on 7th August,
Lord Salisbury informed M. Waddington, the French Ambassador,
of the information he had received regarding a proposed concession
to French capitalists,, which would include the control over the
post office, railways, steam navigation, and various branches of
revenue; and he pointed out that, if such an undertaking were
attempted to be carried to any practical issue, the necessary con-
sequence would be that the British Government would have to
intervene and materially restrict the liberty and power of the King
of Burma. M. Waddington replied that he had no knowledge
of the proposed concessions, but promised to make enquiries and
communicate again on the subject.

Before the end of September M. "Waddington was authorized
to inform Lord Salisbury that the French Government knew
absolutely nothing of the alleged agreements, and that they had
given no kind of authority for making them. If made at all, they
must have been made at the instance of some speculative company.
Early in October M. Haas was mis en disponibilite pour raison de